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Figure 13.7 shows some of the data and where to find the F-test within Excel’s menu system. Figure 13.8 

shows the result of running the test. As you can see, the probability of there not being a difference between 

the variances is about 9%, which means there is a 91% chance they are different (in strict stats speak, we 

would say the probability of achieving an F value of 1.63 due to chance is about 9%). If you calculate the F 

value varA/varB (1.63) you will see it is greater than the value 1.53, found in a table, which means we reject 

the null hypothesis. In other words, one station is outperforming the other, but which one is best? Further 

investigation is required.

Unfortunately, SPSS does not have the facility to calculate the F statistic independently of more compre-

hensive tests such as ANOVA. Therefore, we will wait until the next chapter to deal with this statistic in 

the context of a more comprehensive analysis method (i.e. ANOVA).
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